
Space Topics 
Study Group 

APS Affiliate 29 
 
The Space Unit was founded in 1957 by 
space collectors in the US and affiliated 
with the American Topical Association 

and the American Philatelic Society. It is the largest astrophilatelic society in 
the world.  The Unit publishes a quarterly 96-page journal, the Astrophile, and 
hosts a quarterly space auction.    They hold an annual convention in the US 
in different parts of the country and also host international meetings.  Other 
benefits include local chapters, mentoring, website exhibits, and 
gold/silver/bronze space exhibit awards.  The Unit provides information at 
TABLE A.  Membership dues are $20 per year with a markup for overseas 
members.  For an application contact Carmine Torrisi – Space Unit 
Secretary, POB 780241, Maspeth, NY  11378.  The society website is at 
www.space-unit.com. 
 
 

American Helvetia 
Philatelic Society 
APS Affiliate 52 
 
The AHPS is the largest group of Swiss stamp 
collectors outside Switzerland. The organization 
dates from 1975 but traces its lineage back to 1938, 
when six Swiss and three Americans founded the 
original Society for Collectors of Switzerland in 
Philadelphia.  They issue the bimonthly journal 
TELL and other benefits include auctions, sale books, slide shows, 
conventions, ask an expert, and show awards.  The society has information 
at TABLE B.  Membership dues are $23 per year in the United States or 
Canada with markups elsewhere.  Website application should be mailed to 
Secretary, Richard T. Hall, POB 15053, Asheville, NC 28813-0053.  The 
AHPS website is at www.swiss-stamps.org/index2.htm and includes FREE 
introductory Swiss stamp album, a Guide to Swiss Stamps, member exhibits, 
plus all but the last 3 years of the TELL and predecessor journals since 1938. 
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Stephen Luster (1938-2010) 
 
Steve was an exceptional collector, exhibitor, 
editor/publisher, researcher/author, plus a dedicated judge, 
mentor, benefactor, and society/show volunteer.  He joined 
NAPEX in 1990 and was a Director for 14 years.  The first 
year he was a Floor Manager, second year Deputy Show 
Chairman, and the third our Show Chairman, a position he 
held six years.  He was also Exhibits Chairman (1991-2) and 
Judges Chairman (1996-2001).  Concurrently, he was also our Corporation President 
five times and VP twice.  Because of his health, he stepped aside after the 2003 
show.  In 2001 he was told he had 2-5 years to live but his courageous fight 
extended that to nine years.  He did reduce his participation but kept active and he 
exhibited two exhibits at NAPEX 2010 and was the current Editor/Publisher of 
Europa News (Europa Study Unit) at his passing. 
 
In 1995, Steve was the Co-founder, Vice President, and General Chairman 
(Philatelic Division) of the Washington 2006 World Philatelic Exhibition.  While 
separate from NAPEX, he involved all of us in this show as NAPEX took a bye and 
we supported the larger show.  As this show had no seed money, Steve donated 
both his time and resources.  At his urging, we also donated $1,000 a year from 1996 
to 2005 and all of us were recruited by him as volunteers.     
 
It was difficult, if not impossible, to say no to a request Steve made.  His tenure at 
NAPEX was during a crucial period of change.  His summary for a motion was 
oratory of the first degree and based on moral persuasion as well as the logical 
interpretation of facts.  He sponsored many controversial decisions and we cannot 
remember any not going his way.  We called him Mr. NAPEX and our culture 
became the NAPEX WAY.  Steve was a top executive; however, when there was no 
volunteer to do a clerical task, he did it himself.  Sometimes his military background 
would show through and he used his authority unilaterally, two examples come to 
mind:  (1) in 1997, NAPEX was fortunate to host the Duck Stamp FDI ceremony.  
The Hilton had a promotion where each room guest received a small rubber duck.  
The connection was too much for Steve to resist, so he purchased 100 yellow ducks 
from the hotel, one for each banquet setting (ours still decorate a room in our house 
and we think of Steve every time we notice them).  (2) In 2003, two non-collector 
wives were helping their Director-husbands with tasks for the show.  Steve made a 
surprise motion that passed immediately making them fulltime Directors befitting 
their work and contributions to our show.   
 
In short, he gave time, devotion, and his resources to our hobby.  All of us at 
NAPEX, ESU, his many friends, plus the entire stamp community will miss him. 
 
 Patricia & Douglas K. Lehmann 
 
 37 



Pardon our Renovations S'il Vous Plait 
 
The McLean Hilton show venue is changing and will not be finished until 
NAPEX 2012.  On April4, 2011 we saw the opening of the: 
 

   Härth Restaurant 
Breakfast Buffet  
6:30am - 10:30am on Friday 
6:30am - 11:00am on weekend 
Lunch is served from:  
11:00am - 2:30pm daily  
Dinner: 
6:00pm - 10:30pm daily 

  Re-invented Lobby with 
  18-Hour Härth Lobby Bar with Bar Menu 

 
Also going on is the re-invention of the guestrooms using wedge (vertical 
slice) construction.  The latter resulted in some quests being re-booked to 
other cooperating hotels.  Check for shuttle bus service to the McLean 
Hilton and back. 
 
The old restaurant is now the Junior Ballroom.  Events that used to be 
scheduled in Martinique’s normally will be scheduled here.  The entrance is 
directly across from the NAPEX Information Table shortly after entering 
the show area.  Look for the Cachetmakers Bourse, ceremonies, and our 
Awards Banquet to be held here.  This space will undergo renovation after 
the show and be finished before NAPEX 2012. 
 
Due to the renovation, the Club Sales Room will not be at NAPEX 2011.  
The Lions Club – Stamps for the Wounded and other local clubs will 
return again for NAPEX 2012.      
 
You will find all our dealers and society tables on the lobby level exactly 
where they were last year.  This includes the NAPEX STATION serviced by 
the McLean, Virginia Post Office. 
 
There is also Tysons Corner Traffic Upgrades going on to including the left 
lane closure in each direction from Chain Bridge Road, Route 123 to the 
Hilton.  These and other detours will continue for NAPEX 2012.   
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United Nations 
Philatelists, Inc. 
APS Unit 71 
 
The UNPI is devoted to the collection, study 
and exhibition of the issues of the United 
Nations Postal Administration, the postal history of the United Nations, the issues 
and postal history of its branches, specialized agencies and forerunners, as well as 
the worldwide topical issues that call attention to the United Nations, its agencies 
and programs.  UNPI publishes the bimonthly journal, The Journal of United 
Nations Philatelists since 1977 plus other references.  Benefits include 
auctions, local chapters, annual conventions, study groups, and show awards.  
The society has information at TABLE C.  Dues are $24 per year with 
markups for outside the US.  The UNPI contact is Blanton Clement, Jr., 
Secretary, POB 146, Morrisville, PA 19067-0146.  Their website has archived 
13 years of Journals starting from 1982 plus has an online application at 
www.unpi.com/.     

 
LATHEROW & CO., INC. 

   

STAMPS and COINS 
Albums  Supplies  Appraisals 

   
Weekly In-house Stamp Auctions 

Thursdays 7 PM 
 

Distributors of Stanley Gibbons Products in the U.S. 
   

   
Friendly Courteous                Store Hours:  Sun – Mon Closed 

Service is our                       Tue – Thurs 12:00 – 8:00 PM 
Commitment to You                Wed – Fri – Sat 10:00 – 4:00 PM 

 
5054 LEE HIGHWAY 

ARLINGTON, VA  22207 
(703) 538-2727  (800) 647-4624 
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